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Is El Paso Really Serious?

Did El Paso take a step forward when, in the fall
of 1915, a band of public spirited citizens under the
auspices of tho chamber of commerce, launched the
playground and recreation center movement, or was it
merely the adoption of a fad that would die out in a
few months, or at moit a year?

El Pasoans are asking themselves these questions,
and groping about for an answer. Over a year has
elapsed since the movement was started, but less than
a year has passed by since the system was actually in-

augurated. There has hardly been time to make a test.
It is still very much of an experiment, locally speaking.

One thing is certain: The eyes of the country are
upon El Paso. This may not be generally known, but
it is a fact, nevertheless. El Paso is being watched.
El Paso, it seems, is the first of southwestern cities to
take up the playground and recreation center move-

ment, and it is realized that the spread of the move-

ment in this section depends largely upon El Paso's
success. Added interest is attached to the city's de-

parture by reason of the belief that the movement in
time may spread to those portions of Mexico that are
more or less influenced by American customs particu-
larly after peace shall have returned to that revolution-ridde- n

country.
The fact that El Paso is being watched makes it

necessary that her citizenship proceed carefully in ar-

riving at a decision whether she is merely flirting with
a fad, or is really serious in her social service under-
takings. There should be no hasty decision arrived at
after a few months of experiment under the handicap of
lad: of equipment and more or less skepticism. Con-

sideration should be given to the fact that the play-
ground and recreation center movement has nowKere
been abandoned where once taken up, and that on the

"other hand more attention is being given to the work
each year, with additional cities taking up the wirk.
Conditions may be different in El Paso from those in
some of the cities that have found merit in. the move-

ment, yet a few months of experiment cannot be taken
as conclusive proof.

It seems, however, that unless the city council soon

L EAP TEAR Is an act of providence,
which Is Intended to reduce the
visible supply of old maids. Provi

dence has performed many kind and
helpful acts, but when she freed wom-

an from the thralldom of being obliged
to accept the first bench-legge- d suitor
who presented himeelr or go unwedded
to the grave, she rose to majestic
heights.

Prior to the institution of leap year
woman was wholly at the mercv pf
man. She wap wooed wltli a club and
given 1n marriage in exchange for a
pair of lofig-horn- oxen. Strange as
it may seem, there were nunbands In
those days who became dissatisfied
with their bargain and offered to trade
back, no questions being asked on
either side Society today would spurn
a man who bought a sprightly wife
with natural teeth for two mllcli cows
and then tried to exchange her for an
ei"'y in a second hand runabout. So-

ciety Is willing to trade wives for
titles, but draws the line at live stock,
which shows how fast civilization Is
advancing In this country

Leap year Is a living terror to old
bachelors who have been eang up

will

TlttMvS TO THE IIBH4LII.
l.ditor EI Paso Herald.

At a recent meetplg of the Catholic
Women's Benevolent society, a general
tele of was adopted for The
Herald people who were klt(d and
generous In giving publicity to Our an-
nual Charity which was given at
Hotel paso del Norte In January and
which was very successful.

Catherine Leifgreen, Sec'y.

! m:itkvlity.
Chamberino. N. M., r eb. J S.

Lditor Kl Pafco Herald
Reading your news from Berne,

Switzerland, about a civil war In Switz-
erland I will say the French and Ital-
ian bwisa not and the

and the German Swiss are
neither

For 100 years they have been chained

tfaJWr
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makes provision for carrying on the playground work
dunng the coming summer, the movement, in its larger
scope, is destined to die. No provision has, as yet, been

made for carrying on the work, and there have been
forthcoming no promises that something will be done

at a later date. Supervised play at the various schools

during the school terms will continue. Supervised play
has become a part of the school work and will continue
to be a part the school system during the winter
months, even if the playground movement, as a city in-

stitution, ceases to exist. Just now the various play-
ground supervisors work under the general supervision
of J. H. Stine, supervisor playgrounds, whose salary
is being paid out of a fund of $7500 appropriated by the
city and s'chool board; but if no fund is provided for
the coming year, the supervisors will probably continue
their work during the school term under the direction
of Supt. R. J. Tighe, so long as the present system of
schedules is followed in the schools.

Tahan, a half breed indian an Osage whose father
was one of Custer's scouts is a brilliant and witty
man who dresses himself up in full indian garb, blanket,
fringed trousers and all, and delivers a lecture, "From
Savagery to Civilization." In the lecture he has a joke
on the white Americans who brag about their ancestry.
He used it in Boston to tease the descendants of the
Mayflower passengers, saying, "Though I cannot boast
that any of my people came over on the Mayflower,
some of them were probably on the reception

Connecticut has no more abandoned farms. The au-

tomobile has made country life accessible to city folk.
There is nothing a commuter likes better than a little
farm with an old house to remodel and fit up with
plumbing and steampipes. The fortunes of the Con-

necticut farm have turned entirely from a despised and
neglected state to a prized and coddled and spoiled
darling position.

o

Mr. Dornblaser of Texas amused congress, the news-

paper men and the country when he spoke against pre-

paredness and in answer to some one's inquiry as to
whether he had a cyclone cellar or not, retorted, "Yes,
but,-b- y golly, one is enough. A fellow would be a fool
to build two."

Leap Year Is a Kindly Act Of Kind Providence
To Reduce Visible Supply Of Old Maids

By HOWARD L. RANN.
angel s food cake and electric light
current at the home of some fair damsel
for 12 or 15 years, without getting down
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Leap Year Is a Living Terror to Old
Bachelors.
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Hogether. true to the Swiss constitu-
tion

Never would the French Swiss con-
sent or demand that a French army
pass through Switzerland pr Invade
Germany

Helvetia is happy enough to be out
of the war and breaking her neutrallt)
would mean war.

The agitators are anti-Germ- Swiss
rioters and are foreigners and the fed-
eral parliament will check that mob
Bnd send them all over the borders.

A French Swiss.

prohibition ix Arizona.
Editor El Paso Herald:

I was much Impressed with the very
Interesting letter of lira. Chaffee-Taylo- r

In The Herald with reference, to
the operation of prohibition In Arizona

PASO EDITORIAL

Intended
to the real business of the meeting
There Is no sweeter display of righteous
retribution In this vale of tears than to
see a reluctant bachelor with a glisten-
ing dome led loathe altar ov a lelcnt-le- ss

brlde-ele- et whose affections und
cranhODhone records have been toved
with for years without practical results j
a ne period or counsnip is a. sat-re- era,
but when It becomes an age and then
xrrnrllt.itA IntA an ilpfln. it is time for
the imnerlous willof woman to assert
itself and yank a faltering swain to his j
knees X J

Leap year Is lame in one respect
It comes only once in four years, and
sometimes it skips over eight This
enures a long, painful htatus. during
which woman has to take what she
can get We admire and respect wom-
an, but there are times when It seems
to us that her judgment Is eight.or ten
degrees below par, w hereas tf leap vear
came about twice a month, she Would be
able to pick a better and more lasting
grade of husband, one who would not
run out nights and try tD drink the
weekly output of a brewery Leap
year is an aid to intelligent mauimonv,
but It Is too long between leaps.
(Protected by the Adams Newspaper

Service

and want to supplement her statements
with a few facts and figures.

It is conceded that Arizona has the
only genuine prohibition law In the
country, making no exceptions or con-
cessions Its provisions are what its
opponents tailed radical and vet it has
grown In popularity from the time of
its adoption until today it is the most
popular law in the state and both Its
friends and enemies have been con-
vinced that it is not only a prohibition
law in name but ( In practice and yem
never now hear In Vrlzona the old crv.
"Prohibition does not prohibit " The
records show that in the state there
have been nearly 109 prosecutions on
account of Its violation and only two
or three acquittals hav e been secui ed.
Whether trials have been In counties
which gave wet majorities or in coun-
ties which save dry majorities, the
juries promptly returned vrdlcts of
guilt and it has mattered not whether
the offender was of higli or low degree.

Since Prohibition went Into effect
ono J ear ago, bank deposits have in-

creased in the tate 5 10. "00, 000 ,
In the city or Phoenix during tme

year 1911 with 28 saloons running there
were 2658 arrests for drunk and disor-
derly conduct while during the first
eight months under prohibition there

s .

Does a Dog Think?

It will always be a moot question between the senti-
ment of the dog lover who claims intelligence for his
four footed friend and the scientifically indifferent who
say the animals have only instinct.

The dog barking at his master's door seems a very
intelligent creature making his wants known, but the
cynics will say his bark is only a nervous performance,
which his instinct prompts him to do, his smell having
taught him the way home. It would take imagination,
the cynic says, for that dog to know that when he
barks, some one will hear and open the door for him
and give him his supper; and imagination, says the
cynic, is the one thing that separates man from all the
rest of created life.

But one remembers the remark of the natural phil-
osopher who always said he "liked most dogs better
than some men."

Everyone uses the phrase "at least once in a blue
moon," but one rarely hears otherwise of a moon that is
blue. However, one English county reports that a re-

cent moon looked blue1 to it and if a blue moon 'ever
happens it is in a mild winter, so perhaps along with
other sky phenomena El Paso may have a chance to see
the moon blue and use it to date by and remember by.
A blue moon is on astronomical record as having oc-

curred December 10, 1883.

The Kansas City Star commenting on changes in
kissing, especially in the censorship of the long kiss
from 20 feet of film to 10 film feet, per kiss, evidently
is no believer in the censored kiss and hoots at the hero
in a movie' kissing the heroine's hand, saying this is
never done in real life, at least not in Kansas.

o--
Congress is not the only outfit that puts in most of

its time discussing deficiencies.

Britain's war bill already totals $10,000,000,000,
nearly 10 times the American national debt.

Arizona asking for appropriations to control floods
would be a joke if it were not the sequel of grim tragedy.

ABE MARTIN

r yrjcfj

Who remembers th' beau
who leaned on th' gate-po- st an' kicked
a hole in th' ground? A young mother
kin alius furnish an alibi
(Protected by Adams Newtpaptr Serrlce.)

were only 163 arrests for this offence.
On Sept. IS, under saloon rule, there
were 10S arrests for drunkenness, while I

on Sept. 15. 1915, under prohibition,
there was not a single arrest for that
offence.

Since the amendment went Into ef-
fect the police force of Phoenix has
been cut from 2 to H members and
could stand a further cut.

Tho chain gangs (that disgrace to a
civ ilized nation lare gone and the town
superintendents who had charsre of
these gangB have been employed In
more honorable positions

U the October term. 1314, of the fed-
eral court there were 62 persons under
indictment for selling liquor to Indians
Only two or three indictments have
been returned for this offence the past
year

Crime over the state has most won-
derfully decreased and mure especially
the crimes of murder and assault. The
receipts at jails, asylums and the peni-
tentiary have wonderfully decrased.

The city of PhoenK has lost the
revenue from the licenses of its 2S
saloons and yet the city tax rate has
been reduced this year. The cost of

"i

An Astonishing Woman

An actress in London, Eose Stahl, has shocked her
manager, her fellow actors, a play book writer, and
newspaper men by refusing a good part in a new play
because she was too old for it.

It is next to unbelievable that any actress should
recognize time limitations for herself. Most humans
on the stage, or off it and before the life curtain, are
openly or secretly of the belief that they themselves
are just about exactly the right age.

When we first bloom we are all sure there is no
other age. The nper one gets, the more one is inclined
to think that the first bloom is rather vapid, not equal
to the prime, or the fulness of life after blooming.

n

The National Association of Merchant Tailors is not
so successful in promulgating fashions as the dressmak-
ers. They have no fiat that men's wear will be shorter
or lower or stripeder or wider around the hem. All
they can meekly say is that they will earnestly try to
raise the standard of men's attire. There are so few
men who care a copper about their clothes that it is a
wonder how tailors make a living, when dressmakers
find it so hard even with so many women caring for
nothing else in the world but dress.

o
An olive branch in his right claw, a sheaf of.arrows

in his left. That is the American Eagle, whose por-
trait, in .various postures and degrees of dress and un-
dress, appears on our wins and national seals. The
significance apparently is that the old bird is for peace
so long as the rest of the world wants to be peaceful
with us, but he does not shirk preparedness for unin-
vited trouble.

o
Automobile users argue tHat preparedness will mean

good roads, as motors will necessarily be largely used
in any scheme for national defence, so out of the evil
thought of war, some good 'will come.

o

The "fire in munitions plant" headline might as well
be kept standing.

o
Britain is anxiously watching to see where Germany

will break out along the 10,000 miles front.

Individual Preparedness
Knowing Wkat Not To

N the question of preparedness,
people do not quite realize the
Importance of being Individually

trained to help," said Dr. C. F. Braden.
"At the time of the Spanish-America- n

war a great amount of confusion arose
from the unassoclated and unorganized
bands of volunteer helpers for nursing
and caring for the wounded. To rem-
edy this the United States congress
made the National Red Cross society
the only channel through which vol-

unteer aid would be received. Prefer-
ence is given in every case to the per-
son who has had first aid training
under Red Cross society dlrectiop, be-
cause In handling emergency cases It
is sometimes more important to know
what not to do than what to do, andan ignorant person can do a terrific
amount of barm, no matter how good
the intention may be."

"It is Impossible for the people of
the east, who have not traveled or
lived in the west, to grasp" the extept
of the vast distances of the vrest," said
S. P. Morris of Denver. "Because all
of the big cities of the etst are sit-
uated within a day's Journey of each
other, it Is difficult to get eastern peo-
ple to realize the fact that out herethey are long Journeys apart If every
opponent of preparedness were to take
a little Journey from Brownsville to
Yuma, traveling along the border. It
would make them realize the need for

feeding prisoners is more than J30O per
month less than formerly.

The total paid for policemen's sal-
aries lias been reduced approximately
J1S.000 per year. The care and burden
of the charitable Institutions of the
city has been materially lessened.

ine credit map of Boston and the '
state of Arizona first In prosperity of
all locations in nierica. Do you won-
der we are proud of our state.
are a few- - of the facts and figures of
the operation of genuine prohibition for
one year In the state of Arizona and
to a certainty the state will never take
a backward step and return to rum
rule.

A. II. Hamilton, from Arizona.

ST11EET CAR UVMS.
Editor El Paso Herald:

Friday evening on car No. 88
the Flrt Bliss line, there were qulto

a number of pasengereVon oar, and
all the seats were taken. Including

SOMEBODY IS ALWAYS TAKING THE JOY OUT OF LIFE BRIGGS
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Short Snatches From Everywhere.

Ida Tarbell says the ultimate aim of all girls i(
matrimony. Why tho "ultimate"? Rochester Times

Britain has cut down on Its sold braid, it Is
said, but the prodigality of red tape apparently con-
tinues. Newark News.

By watqhtng the debates in congress one is enabled
to locate the districts in which the hyphen nourishes
best. Rochester Herald

Tho Fort Scott Tribune's idea of misery is to hav
locomotor ataxia, and walking t piioid at the same
time. Kansas City Star.

The neutralest neutrality vet lecorded Is that of
Billy Sunday, who sas he wants to be a colonel "li!e
Mr. ltoose,velt and Mr. Brvan New York Herald

The indications are that for .i long time to come
Wall street will make an earnest endeavor to keep
out of the United States supreme court Cleveland
Leader.

According to Admiral Beatt. England must "set
religion" to win the war. but putting the fear of God
In the other fellow sounds more practical. Wall Street
Journal.

The strongest argument brought forward in favor
of Mr. Brandeis Is that Wall street disapproves of him.
This has put many a candidate for office over Port
land Press.

It has been decided that King George will not open
parliament In person. In view of what happened at
Ottawa, perhaps it Is Just as well Syracuse d.

An astrologer named Gustave Meyer says the stars
tell him that Germany will win the war. No doubt
the stars can speak French and English Just as well.

Washington Herald.
The fact that CoL Houses visit has mystified the

French is Just another illustration of how strong is
the bond of understanding between the peoples of the
two great republics. New Tork .Herald

We desire (business of throwing out the chest) to
Join in the protest against the advancing price of
gasoline we sometimes use the stuff to remove soup-spo-ts

from our vest. Manchester
A number of newspapers are laying particular

stress upon the fact that Mr BraVidels is a Jew So
also was that early representative of the Judiciary.
Moses Sew York Morning Telegraph

Some Spaniards are declaring that Gen Wejler is
too old to assume the chieftainship of the general
staff or the arm. They are not suggesting him as
minister to Cuba, however. Havana Post- -

Is . Often Overlooked
Do Vitally Important

increased artillery and cavalry imme
.aiaieiy.-- ;

and eggs began to get pretty
scare recently, along towards the last,
during the recent flood in the Gila
river," said J. J. Ornish ee of Hayden,
Ariz. Hayden did not suffer except
that the place was'vcithput railroad
communication for about two weeks.
Below us, three mires; there were four
deaths from drowning, and a part of
the community was left'dn an island
by a change in the river's" Cdurse.",

. '
"The question of" whether bitulithicor concrete should be used, recently

agitated the people iff Oregon In the
matter of building the Columbia riverroad, that will cost considerably over
11.000.000." sa'id A. J McCombs or Hous-
ton. "The fight resulted In a victory
for bitulithic. but there were strong
advocates of each material. Califor-
nia's concrete roads came in for dis-
cussion, but when the final vote came
bitulithic won." ' '

"There are a few cities in Texas larg-
er than EI Paso, but glye me this townevery time for real .business and well
paved streets," said David McChesney
of Fort Worth. '"When .people leavc
El Paso, believe rile, they' are leaving
a real city, and when they come back
they have something to come to. De-
spite the size of Dallas. Houston and
Fort Worth, El Paso Is the most talked;
of city in eastern Texas, and scores

men these every liave
w-- nni, a, -- recorded in tne minutes.1

the two seats reserved for negroes,
which were occupied by two women
and a small girl. On ast Boulevard,
two negroes got on and the conductor
made the two white women get out of
the seats and stand in the car

Another thing. The conductors en- -
iorce tne Jim crow law, why not corn- -

credit map of St Iouis both show the pel hem. to enforce the. smoking rules

These

while
on

the

I'M

naval

Union

"Ham

w una imc, as you wan nonce some or
the fort cars have no ventilation tor
air, still most every man is smoking
on the car.

You have to endure this or
an open window with cold air coming
in on you.

I say the conductors bothlaws or none. f. M. G.(It is a law of Texas that spaee
equal In character of Its accommoda-
tions to that provided for whites, must
oe provided In street cars for negroes.
When negroes board a car, the con-
ductor has no alternative but to
the seats reserved Tor negroes. As a
matter of fact, it is against the law forwhites to ride In these seats at any
time, but when no negroes on thecars, conductors often allow whites to

the seats as an accommodationAs for smoking, it is against the etty
ordinance to permit smoking in streetcars, except on the rear platform.
Smoking can be indulged in there,regardless of the ventilation of thecars. Outside the dty limits, on FortBliss cars, this ordinance Is not in ef-
fect and cannot be enforced. Editor.)

BIRDS I'HSTS.
Editor El Paso Herald:

into my garden vesterday
I found the lettuce that I had been
nursing so carefully, eaten by the birds,
while about 40 more were finishing off
the spinach, in fact the only left
of it were a few roots. .Where I fed
the chickens, a flock of a hundred or
more birds appropriated the feed. On
going to the garden, I found
the birds eating the violet buds and
finishing the first rose leaves. I said
then that I supposed some sickly sen-
timentalist would rush into print short-
ly with, a heart-rendin- g appeal to the

I
Workers,

In particular. There is something do
ing here-al- l the time."

'By the withdrawel of the men sta-
tioned at the two Internationa! bridge
w--e have been enabled to use shifts o
four men each at the police station, m
stead of one and two. as formerlv
said Lieut. N. W. Campnola.

there Is a shift of three pri-vates and one corporal stationed at po-
lice headquarters, and which I believe
adds greatly to the efficiency of theguard. In the event of trouble, two
men can be sent on the first call, leavlng two at the station for. an entergency. There is very little cause Xn-t-

use of the guard at the statu u
now, however."

"My attention having been called loa statement which appeared on Feb.
5 in The Spectator." to the effect that'more teachers have resigned from the
El Paso schools during the presentyear than In any previous 10 years,'
I have caused an investigation to be
made, and am In receipt or a letUr
written by the auditor and assistantsecretary of the board, showing that i

without foundation." said Ed M.
Whitakej-- . president of the school
board. "The reply of Messrs. TIghc andSawyr shows, that during the schoolyear of 1913-- H there were II resigna
tions. including two principals. In tne
school year or 19H-1- 5. the minutes re-
fer to It resignations, all teachers.
Durtng the present year, from Sept J

of leave cities --month, to-- date, there been 11 resignations
kv, v in iu ana .rasa

sit by

make obey

clear

are
occup.v

AS

On golns

thing

flower

public to spare the dear little birds, so
I was not surprised to fjnd a letter
from Mrs Porter If she bad spent years
In growing and caring for an orchard
and then was unable to derive anv
benetit from her labors, she would get
a new light on the subject of birds
From the time the blossoms ar ei .
when thev pick them off and throv Wb

them awav and one bird will destro Y
10 in no time, until the fruit tut .

when they promptly pick a hole i i
every red cheek, thus rulnme It, thev
are a nuisance and a destructive agerr
When grapes begin to ripen they sui i:
the juice from everv berry on the
bunch. Later they take everv cherr-.-a-

It turns red. before it ripens. Everv
apricot ditto, after that every peai
that Is particularly fine. Later they ei
the apples. It la not a question of i
few, as Mrs Porter states. It Is tl--

ruination of the, whole crop ,
It has got so one can hardly alt ai !

wait for a car on the plaza, on account
of the mes these same dear little crea-
tures make.

One day last week, a teacher In. one
of the grades informed the pupils that
she had no use for anyone who Tiurt
the dear little birds Personally I have
no use for anyone who has not mind
enough to Investigate a subject before
delivering an opinion If more peopl
will inform themselves, they "will find
that the birds destroy whole fields r f
grain, not alone by eating the kernaH
but by breaking the straw so that it
cannot be harvested, and are jusU re-

garded as pests This will be the case
in this valley If steps are not soon
takes to mitigate the evil.

Another Mother.

TARA-D- OF PETS IX 1PRIL.
A pet parade will be held in April funder the auspices of the Humane so- - t

clety. This was deolded at a meeting tof the directors of the society Monda- -

afternoon The parade will be givon
for the children of the citv to sh w
their pet dogs, cats and rabbits

T'S good to work, with might and main, until the workday ends; it's good to
woric, m sun or rain out ao not worK your mends. The toilers worthy of
uia one. wnerever ne mav oe. mouza ne oe ounisnmr a lvre or rhnnmnirv

down a tree; though he be furrowing the loam, that harvests may abound, 'tis
labor brines the bacon home, and makes the wheels va ronrid. Renown for toil
ing with a vim the true distinction lends; so work until the light grows dim

h

-- k uui. w your menus. iuc nuiuj worker seiuom sees me lean won athis door; he has his wienerwnrst and chees an dother grub in store. Men's ad-
miration he commands, no matter where he wends; he does his work with both
his hands, but does not work his friends. There is no sadder, punker sight,, in
any neighborhood, than is the husky, lazy wight who's cut out work for good,
we all have seen his maudlin tear, have heard his whining tones; a guilder

"ei a kroner here, from all of us he bones. To gain a dime this shameless
shihk to lowest depths descends; for when a man quits useful work, he starts
to work his friends.

Protected by the Adams Newspaper Service.) WALT MASON.
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